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Two retired coaches in Hawan were given Master of Sport recognition by USA Gymnastics (the national governing body for gymnastics) and added to
this historic list. Makoto Sakamoto was a 3-time US Olympian, Olympic Coach, and the coach of many famous US Olympians in Men’s Artistic Gymnastics.

Max Vercruyssen coached four age group World Champions and his daughter Nani at all world events except the Olympic Games in trampoline gymnastics.
Both are still active at Hawaii Academy in Honolulu.

A third coach lives and works in Buffalo, Wyoming, but before that was Vercruyssen’s Coach in Montana and has been an affiliate coach at Hawaii
Academy since 1999 — Hal Halvorson. All three still enjoy teaching gymnastics in their 60s.

(e.g., see the AARP commercial at www.HawaiiAcademy.com/news2013.html).




